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GEOLOG CAL, CE ocHEMIcaAL, AND CGE oTrcunical OBSERVATI ONS
ON THE BERING SHELF, ALASKA

M.C. Larsen, c.H. Nelson, and p.r. Thor

Miul tidisciplinary studies of Bering Sea shelf, Al aska, have teen
conducted by the U S. Geological Survey in recent years. ©Our goal, as
participants in this work, has been to assess the geochemical and geotechnical
characteristics in northern Bering Sea and Norton Sound and the potenti al
hazards to petrol eum devel opnent due to various ongoing geologi c processes.
The studies have enabled us to exanine a number of topical problenms that are
discussed in the 15 papers included in this report.

Many of the papers in this report will be published in The Eastern Bering

Sea Shelf: Its Qceanography and Resources (edited by o.w. Hood) or Hol ocene

Marine Sedinentation in the North Sea Ragin (edited bty $.D. Nio). ThiS cpen-

file report, however, was published because of the constant denmand expressed
by private companies and state and federal agencies for current information
concerning our studies in the northern Bering Sea.
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